CHAPTER XXXV
TENNYSON AND BROWNING

TENNYSON and Browning, two great contempor-
aries, were contemporaries also of Dickens and Thacke-
ray. Tennyson was born in 1809. Browning in 1812.
Dickens was the same age as Browning, and Thackeray
a year older. Neither Tennyson's poetry nor Brown-
ing's needs to he explained with reference to the events
of their life. Both led comfortable, prosperous lives
with nothing to interrupt them in their chosen task of
poetry. Tennyson became poet laureate. The great
event of Browning's life was his runaway marriage
with Elizabeth Barrett, also a poet, who inspired his
best work from that time on.

Tennyson was a deliberate and accomplished artist
with a wide range, who has left his mark on every type
of metre he used. Here is a lyric of his from a long
narrative poem, The Princess.

The splendour falls on castle walls

And snowy summits old in story:
The long light shakes across the lakes,
And the mid cataract leaps in glory.
Blow, bugle, blow, set the mid echoes flying,
Blow, bugle; answer, echoes, dying, dying, dying.